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Celebrating 40 years of AFNA!

-
2022 General Body . . .
Meeting The History of Assam Foundation of North America
June 25, 2022 by Kamalakshi Hazarika
The Assam Foundation of North America was first formed as a non -
AGENDA .. . . . .
political organization for promoting social, cultural, technical and
+  Opening Ceremony — educational exchange between Assam and North America. Its other
AUEINUA, Ao objective was to promote the human potential of indigenous people of
*  Felicitation Of Our Northeast India, comprising Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
e E Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram and Tripura.
*  2021-2022 Year in AFNA started under the guidance of a few eminent gentlemen namely Late Dr. Jiten
Review Borpujari and Late Dr. Dilip Dutta, Dr.Atul C Sarma, Dr. Monoranjan Bezboruah, Mr.
*  Project Updates Barada Sarma, Mrs. Rita Das along with Mr. Amiya Kumar Das, Mr. Anis Ahmed, Dr. Deva

« Operational Updates Kanta Borah, Dr. Debabrata Sarma, Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, Dr. Debojit Barua, Mr. Lohit-Dutta
Barua, Dr. Bijon Sarma, Dr. Nabajyoti Kataky, Mr. Mohesh Kalita, Dr. Elly Bhuyan, Mr.
Chandan Mahanta, Mr. Manoranjan Hazarika, Dr. Pradip Das and Dr. Nripen Barua. The

founders of AFNA, who came to America, worked with an altruistic vision of helping Assam

e  Financial Updates

e 2022-2023 Roadmap

* Nomination and in times of their need. It is this thought that shaped the organization which came into being
Election of new

in the year 1982.

Executive Team

1990-1992 1994-1996 1998-2000 2006-2010 . 2014-2018
. Mr. Amiya K. Das Mrs. Nandita Sarma Mr. Debojit Bora 20022006 Mr. Partha Gogoi Mr. Pallav Saikia
° chk-of.’f.to the ' 1996-1998 Mr. Krishanu Kaushik 2018-2022
Fundraising Campaign 1980-1986 1992-1994 Mr. Manomohan 2000-2002 2010-2014 Mr. Sarfaraz
Dr. Atul C Sarma Mr. Anis Ahmed Hazarika Rathin DevChoudhury Mr. Satyajit Nath Taher
*  Vote of Thanks T T T T T T
& N
¢ Closing Ceremony — ~ - . . . -
© i Ao D 1980 A timeline of the past presidents of the Assam Foundation Of North America 2022
Vianesme: T In its carliest years, AFNA started by paying its respects to a few American emissaries who
built a bridge across the United States and Assam. Among them was the reverend Miles
Bronson who contributed to Assamese language and a distinguished artist Noni Borpuzari.
Don‘te Over the years AFNA has been actively contributing to the social and economic well-being

of the people of Assam and reaching out to the community in the West. A list below of

AFNA projects gives a cursory look at the work that the organization has been involved in:

Support-A-Child: It is a program started in 2008, supporting about 50 to 100 children

every year since then under the guidance of Mr. Pallav Saikia. Through this program, AFNA

Become a has helped multiple organizations including Parijat Academy, Kalyani Niwas, Snehalaya,
volunteer Sishu-Sarothi, Akshar Foundation, Society for Health and Economic Development
today and (SHED), Pragyalaya, Tapoban & Swabalambi. Scholarships to school going children,

make a expense for construction of additions to schools, expenses for supporting boarders in
difference! residential schools, expenses for vocational training of students and the like have been

funded through this program. Contd..

Assam Foundation of North America is a publicly supported non-profit organization with foundation status
serving since 1982, under section 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code with tax exemption under section 501(c)(3)

with Tax ID. #: 61-0994468
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The History of Assam Foundation of North America
AKADAMICS: It is a program started in 2013 to award scholarships to students pursuing baccalaureate courses in
Assam. A large number of scholars have successfully graduated with support from this scolarship. This project is
being executed under the stewardship of Somesh Barkataki, Parvez Hussain, Gautam Deori, Lipika Deka and
Sarfaraz Taher.
Nowgong Mission School: AFNA supported this third oldest public school in Assam established by the Rev Miles
Bronson, a pioneer of the American Missionaries in Assam. It helped the school procure and install an audio system
in its auditorium under the guidance of Ankur Bora.
Support-A-Disabled Worker: A program which provides support to organizations promoting employment of
specially abled adults. Through this program, AFNA has supported Atma Nirbhar-Ek Challenge, an institution that
employed approximately 50 specially-abled adults. This program is guided by Krishanu Kaushik and Sarfaraz Taher
Adopt a Grandma: It is an AFNA program under the guidance of Ranju Sarma and Enakshi Barua to provide
healthcare expenses for 20 boarders to SENEH-a home in Guwahati for the old and destitute women
Disaster Relief : AFNA’s regularly provides relief and rehabilitation during natural disasters e.g., flood, earthquakes,
hurricanes, wildfires, etc., globally, with a particular focus in Assam and North America. Recently, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, AFNA executed its biggest every relief program. AFNA donated funds, food packages and
equipment in two waves, once in 2020 and another in 2021, totaling over USD 110,000 in COVID relief. In the first
wave, over 1200 families across multiple villages in Assam were provided ration-kits and in the US, 100,000 meals
were donated through feedingamerica.org. In the second wave AFNA partnered with local NGOs and National
Health Mission, Assam, to procure and deploy 50 Oxygen cylinders, 47 Oxygen concentrators, and large quantities
of PPE, Face shields, Facemasks, Gloves and Oximeters at multiple locations across Assam. AFNA also started post
COVID rehabilitation work in partnership with an NGO in Assam called Foundation for Social Transformation
under the leadership on Niren Choudhury. The goal of the effort is to help small business owners reestablish
themselves after they had to give up their assets during the pandemic. These activities were carried out under the

stewardship of Sarfaraz Taher and Enakshi Barua.

Other AFNA projects with its stewards include — Female Hygiene Project under Ranju Sarma, Weaving for Care
under Kamalakshi Hazarika and Birubala Rabha Support under the guidance of Pallav Saikia. A few other key
projects executed in the past were Support A Disabled Artist, Solar light — Power to the People, Spreading Sunshine,
WBMM and Tree-4-All.

AFNA also executes annual fund-raising campaigns like the Annual Calendar, Bay Area Run and Annual Giving
Week which have become it’s signature events. Over the years, there have been individual fund raising efforts from
young and old to support AFNA e.g. Soles for Tots, Bake Sale, Xatriya Dance. These have been an inspiration for

the organization to grow leaps and bounds in the last decade.

Dr. Atul C Sarma the first president of AFNA, in his writing on its history, thanked the new generation for their
contribution to the society and wished them the development of their personal talent. In his commentary he gave an
insight of how AFNA was born with a purpose to help oneself and the Assamese society. The motto of the
organization was then and now - social service. Initially the organization was restricted in its activities, due to
problems faced in the beginning and due to the lack of funds. However, in the recent years, though work is a major
part of AFNA’s dedication, it has received support in the form of donor funds as well.

We congratulate AFNA on the completion of its fortieth-year and commend its volunteers for their selfless service,

dedication and belief, to shape the welfare of the community.
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Join us in our virtual monthly volunteer meeting held on the first Sunday of every month
at 12-1:00 p.m. CST. Email us at info@assamfoundation.net
for Zoom link
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A quick look at some of AFINA’S initiatives across the years

AKADAMICS
The AKADAMICS project is AFNA’s initiative to award educational scholarships to g ﬁ . E %

college students who are financially deprived but have demonstrated promising u p . . i ﬁ

academics. This is the 9th year of the scholarship and over 200 scholarships has been :

awarded to date. 150 scholars receiving this scholarship have completed their under- ﬁﬂﬂ " ﬁ 9.
o

graduate courses. Scholarship awards are given to students pursuing Professional as

well as non-Professional degrees. The scholarship amounts are disbursed with the ? s E ax n
help of our partner NGO, Atma Nirbhar - Ek Challenge

b M d W
How you can help: $350 - Supports 1 student for 1 year a @1 & . Q\ .

TABOBAN

Tapoban is a Children’s Home in Pathsala, Assam for abandoned, differently-
abled children. Today it is home to 35 resident students and around 100 non-
resident students with special needs. Tapoban provides various training and
therapy sessions including Speech Therapy, Physiotherapy, Braille Education,
Music, Arts, and sports to all its students to help them overcome some of their
challenges and become more independent. It also provides both vocal and
instrumental training. AFNA has been supporting its needs from time to time.
AFNA first collaborated with Tapoban in April of 2010 with the disbursement
of Support-a-Child (S§-A-C) scholarships for 11 special children. AFNA also funded a Hydraulic Lift project for
Tapoban for their 3 storied students residential building.

Stera ez

TR @ nxmem e  avsole

ATMA NIRBHAR- EK CHALLENGE

AFNA supports organizations like Atma Nirbhar - Ek Challenge that
provides gainful employment to differently-abled adults. AFNA has
periodically funded infrastructure projects over the years. More recently,
AFNA has provided salary augmentation during COVID. There is a
program that provides employment in the food packaging industry to 35
specially-abled adults. Atma Nirbhar - Ek Challenge supports AFNA is the
disbursement of the scholarships for AKADAMICS and has been doing so
for the last five years. Team AFNA is very grateful for the partnership with
this esteemed organization.

For more information and queries follow us at:

Email us at: info@assamfoundation.net
Website: http:/ /www.assamfoundation.net/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/assamfoundation
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A quick look at some of AFNA’S initiatives across the years

PROJECT KIND: KALYANI NIWAS

Kalyani Niwas is a children’s home for underprivileged girls like orphans,
abandoned, victims of trafficking, child labor, child marriage, and differently
abled children. The Indian Council for Child Welfare, Assam state branch
(ICCWASB) has been running the home since 2007 at Rupnagar, Guwahati,
Assam. At present 48 children are residing in Kalyani Niwas. Among them, 35
are enrolled in regular school and others are engaged in non-formal education
along with vocational training.

ICCWASB has been trying to provide all institutional facilities for the
children. Education, health, nutrition, vocational training etc. AFNA
offers financial assistance to procure some of the necessary health care
equipment at Kalyani Niwas and has also installed a water purifier. The
fund received from AFNA is used for providing Doctor’s salary,
medicine, laboratory test, supply of hygienic items, medical instruments
etc.

AFNA BAY AREA RUN

It is an annual AFNA event promoting a healthy lifestyle. The
program started in 2018 and it is organized for 5K and 10 K runs.
AFNA otganized the 4" successful Walk & Run in San Francisco
Bay Area in Fall 2021 with enthusiastic participation from 100+
runners & walkers. By getting out there in the trail on a Sunday
morning community members made a choice to have a healthy
lifestyle and also raise funds for worthy causes. In all, there were over
100 participants in our SF Bay Area event and had a net proceed of
$2000+ towards AFNA's projects

Join us on August 28t
at the Quarry Lake, Fremont CA for
AFNA Run 2022. Please look out for
more details of this event on our
social media platforms.

If you would like to join us as a volunteer, there are many ways you can help - steward a project, do
fundraising, keep our website updated, raise awareness among your friends about the foundation's efforts,
discuss great ideas for new projects and initiatives - the possibilities are limitless. Come join us and make
a difference!
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A quick look at some of AFINA’S initiatives across the years

SUPPORT-A-CHILD

This is one of AFNA’s key umbrella programs through which
scholarship for school students, infrastructure development
expenses for school, expense for educational materials, etc. have
been provided to multiple organizations over the years.
Organizations like Parijat Academy (Pamohi, Guwahati), Sishu
Sarothi  (Birubari, Guwahati), Patacharkuchi High School,
Swabalambi, Snehalaya and Pragyalaya have been supported through
this program. Through this program, AFNA has annually
contributed over $5000. This program is very popular and a large
number of school going students have benefitted from it..

How you can help: $100 can support 1 student for 1 year

POST COVID REHABILITATION

AFNA has been supporting with multiple rounds of relief and rehabilitation
activities in partnership with the government of Assam and local NGOs to the
Covid-19 impacted citizens of Assam. AFNA initiated multiple rounds of COVID
relief and multiple waves hit Assam in 2020 and 2021. In addition to immediate
relief, AFNA has also been working on post-covid rehabilitation. To date, AFNA
has contributed over $110,000 (Rs.83 Lakhs) supporting relief in the form of food
packages, oxygen concentrators, oxygen cylinders, PPE and oximeters. For post-
covid relief, over $4000 (Rs. 3Lakhs) has already been disbursed and another major
project of approximately Rs 10 Lakhs has recently been sanctioned.

AFNA partners with the Foundation for Social Transformation (FST) which has projects all over Northeast India.
Most of the projects are in Assam. With AFNA’s contribution, FST could reach out to more families. Also, it
helped FST to promote the culture of contribution within the community to drive their own development models
and skills for sustenance. AFNA is grateful to the National Health Mission, Assam under the leadership of Dr.
Lakshmanam for their support in this cause. AFNA is also thankful to Dr. Ravi Kota, Minister (Economic) at
Embassy of India, Washington DC, for his support in this effort.
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A quick look at some of AFINA’S initiatives across the years

CALENDAR CAMPAIGN

The annual calendar campaign is AFNA's year-end fund-raising campaign
which helps us to kick start our projects for the new year. This year the
calendar drive is celebrating the 10th year anniversary along with the 40th year
of AFNA. The AFNA calendar over the years has become our connection
with our donors and dedicated volunteers. This year we introduced two
different formats: the regular wall calendar and a new desktop calendar. Both
formats came out beautiful with pictures donated by our volunteers and

community members.

As a mark of gratitude on its 40" anniversary, AFNA decided to make the calendar a gift for all donors over the
years. This is a very small gift of appreciation from the AFNA team for the generous support from all the donors
without which AFNA’s projects will not be able to survive and grow.

SHED

SHED is a nonprofit organization, a place for the differently-abled persons
to live and get an education under the supervision of trained teachers and
staff. Since 2012 AFNA has been helping SHED build its premises and
meet part of its yearly expenses. AFNA supported the building of a
permanent facility for this unique Integrated School for Orphans and
Children with Special Needs. AFNA has also supported the establishment
of a residential rehabilitation center in Sonapur, Guwahati,. Through this
new school building, the children can have a nurturing
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environment to learn and grow in a permanent and long-term shelter without any interference from the landlords.
AFNA is currently sponsoring boarding expenses of 30 students in addition to periodic support for infrastructure

development

WEAVING FOR CARE

This project invites community members to donate handmade items such as
blankets and other warm clothing to help people in times of natural disaster
or winter weather that calls for warmth and care. Children who participate in
this activity can learn about weaving and earn a certificate for volunteering.
Weaving For Care collected clothes are sent to an NGO called CARE TO
KNIT, INC. in New York where it is further distributed. All the expenses of ‘
donation are borne by the contributor. \ 5 = g;g.k

AFNA’s new project was initiated to raise warm clothing to be donated to the homeless and the needy in the
colder regions of North America. If you wish to donate to this drive, kindly send an email to Kamalakshi Hazarika
at goodfund@yahoo.com.

You can donate either by check or via online at:

http:/ /assamfoundation.net/give-back/donate

You will find all the necessary information about ways to donate in the above link.


http://assamfoundation.net/give-back/donate
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FLOOD RELIEF with support from Rural Volunteer Center
Since 2014 RVC (Rural Volunteer Center) has been AFNA's trusted

partner to carry out disaster relief and resilience efforts in Dhemaji
District, Assam. Dhemaji District is one of the worst affected areas of
Assam's perennial flood. In 2021 AFNA worked with RVC to procure
and distribute 600 mosquito nets in the flood-prone areas. The
tributaries of the river Brahmaputra enter the valley in Dhemaji from the
Himalayas and cause regular flooding in these areas. During the rainy
season, there are a lot of cases of waterborne and mosquito-spread
diseases like Dengue and Encephalitis.

These medically treated mosquito nets with the capacity to cover 2 or 3-person beds will prevent a lot of such
disease outbreaks. The mosquito nets were primarily distributed in the Kobo Chapori area which is a river island.
AFNA also sponsored raised handpumps & toilets to help alleviate health issues during floods and helps with

boats for mobility & develop child-friendly spaces in the flood relief camps.

FEMALE HYGIENE KIT

AFNA secks to create awareness on female hygiene through its efforts to
translate “MOON TIME”, a creative book on menstrual health and hygiene
to Assamese by July 2021. AFNA plans to print and distribute this book
locally in collaboration with Spherule Foundation and Mission Pink Health
(IMA). Its target is to distribute 10,000 copies for free by mid-2022 and supply
free Hygiene Kits in the second half of 2022. The plan is to provide
biodegradable and reusable pads for underprivileged gitls in remote villages in
collaboration with local NGOs

AFNA THANKS ALL THE PATRONS, DONORS, AND VOLUNTEERS
FOR YOUR CONTINUED TRUST AND SUPPORT!

amazon:-ini Le m NEEERRAL ‘ B HsRr BLOCK

7 PROGRAM
YAOU Sh?E Amazf%? g“"es' g 2 o Help AFNA earn during the tax season
« Amazon will donate 0.5% o price of your eligible AmazonSmile q
purchases to Assam Foundation of North America Inc whenever * Mention AFNA to our H&R Block Tax Consultant
you shop on AmazonSmile. = AFNA earns $20 for your referral
« AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same = There is no cost to you
prices, same service. = AFNA has been earning meaningful amounts via this

Support AFNA by starting your shopping at

https:/smile.amazon.com/ch/61-0994468 FITEL R i G | A
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DISASTER RELIEF

In December 2021, an unseasonal tornado hit the tri-state region of
Missouri, Kentucky and Illinois and caused massive devastation.
AFNA contributed funds worth $5000 to local foodbanks in the
Lexington, KY, and St. Louis, MO, areas for 30,000 meals to support
those impacted by the devastating Tornados. AFNA also contributed
to winter storm relief worth $3000 to provide 10,000 meals through 3
foodbanks in the Texas-Houston, Austin and Dallas in February
2021. We would like to thank the donors who promptly supported in
response to our request.

ADOPT A GRANDMA with support from SENEH

Seneh provides happy and healthy life to the destitute in their golden
years. AFNA’s donation helped Sench provide medical care seamlessly
to more than 30 destitute women who suffered from myriads of physical
and mental diseases. AFNA’s contributions, and Seneh’s relentless
nursing, were instrumental in saving the lives of many homeless,
pavement-dwelling, old women from sure deaths.

How you can help: $300 - Supports 1 grandma for 1 year

Commemorating 40 years of AFINNA

Art Contest and 7 Annual Essay Contest

Winner(s) will

! receive:
¢ Contest ™ AN;';::L ESSAY
. . 7 Certificate(s)
Last Date for Submission: CONTEST gy
R l ' A " June 12th, 2022. CONTEST TOPIC
t‘/‘,‘ N\ Imagine you are the President of a community 0
oL service organization serving Assam, How would [RROSSENE
§0 C C you attract the youth in North America to como [
Ol’ltaCt us at forward and join the efforts? Post-Convention
@:é‘ Calling artists of all ages! . . A
ESSAY CONTEST RULES SRR
Grab your Pencils, Crayons, Markers, Paints, or Tablet/Laptop lnfo@assamfoundatlon'net 7 s : oL % ":u::uc;ndy
to create an artwork for the Art Contest to commemorate ‘s\ FOI' any queries. s e TR i s s “PRONAAM"
N ey 8 N B et

40™ Year of Assam Foundation of Nor h America (AFNA)!

Essay Contest

DEADLINE:

2 announced duriod P HOW TO SuBMIT 0
- e ”’.;'A‘nl‘?éamfmw Last Date for Submission: June 10", 2022
https://tinyurl.com/ Whoakng M‘M, ‘&"’d‘ = .
? : AFNAArtContest2022 ‘xfr:ﬂ::;;::: or o June 20th’ 2022.

Zntrine Mie: 1% Mav 2022




